September 14, 1998

The Senate concurrent resolution
was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

REPORT ON UNITED STATES PAR-

TICIPATION IN THE UNITED NA-
TIONS—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit herewith a
report of the activities of the United
States Government in the United Na-
tions and its affiliated agencies during
the calendar year 1997. The report is re-
quired by the United Nations Partici-
pation Act (Public Law 79-264; 22 U.S.C.
287b).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, September 14, 1998.

REPORT ON NATION’S ACHIEVE-
MENTS IN AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE DURING FISCAL YEAR
1997—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Science:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit this report
on the Nation’s achievements in aero-
nautics and space during fiscal year
(FY) 1997, as required under section 206
of the National Aeronautics and Space
Act of 1958, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2476).
Aeronautics and space activities in-
volved 13 contributing departments and
agencies of the Federal Government,
and the results of their ongoing re-
search and development affect the Na-
tion in many ways.

A wide variety of aeronautics and
space developments took place during
FY 1997. The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) success-
fully completed eight Space Shuttle
flights. There were 23 successful U.S.
Expendable Launch Vehicle (ELV)
launches in FY 1997. Of those, 4 were
NASA-managed missions, 2 were
NASA-funded/Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA)-licensed missions, 5
were Department of Defense-managed
missions, and 12 were FAA-licensed
commercial launches. The Mars Path-
finder spacecraft and Sojourner rover
captured the public’s attention with a
very successful mission. Scientists also
made some dramatic new discoveries in
various space-related fields such as
space science, Earth science and re-
mote sensing, and life and micro-
gravity science. In aeronautics, activi-
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ties included work on high-speed re-
search, advanced subsonic technology,
and technologies designed to improve
the safety and efficiency of our com-
mercial airlines and air traffic control
system.

Close international cooperation with
Russia occurred on the Shuttle-Mir
docking missions and on the Inter-
national Space Station program. The
United States also entered into new
forms of cooperation with its partners
in Europe, South America, and Asia.

Thus, FY 1997 was a very successful
one for U.S. aeronautics and space pro-
grams. Efforts in these areas have con-
tributed significantly to the Nation’s
scientific and technical knowledge,
international cooperation, a healthier
environment, and a more competitive
economy.

WiLLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, September 14, 1998.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
7, 1997, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

GREAT LAKES NOT FOR SALE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
last spring, the Canadian Province of
Ontario approved a permit that would
have allowed the Nova Group, an On-
tario-based company, to divert 3 billion
liters of water from Lake Superior over
the next 5 years and sell that water to
unspecified Asian countries.

In April, several of my colleagues, led
by the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK), and | introduced House Reso-
lution 418 urging the President and the
Senate to take the necessary action to
prohibit the sale or diversion of Great
Lakes water to foreign countries, busi-
nesses, corporations or individuals.
Two weeks later, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment of Canada announced the per-
mit issued to the Nova Group would be
canceled, but the door remained open
to companies who wanted to buy and
sell water out of the Great Lakes. We
need to slam that door shut.

Last week, on September 2, the Nova
Group asked the Ontario Environ-
mental Appeals Board to overturn the
decision, withdrawing the permit, and
allow that company to proceed with its
bid to export billions of liters of fresh
water to several Asian countries.

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK) and | and others have asked
Speaker GINGRICH and Minority Leader
GEPHARDT to have the House consider
House Resolution 418 under suspension
in the next couple of weeks.

This proposed sale is particularly
troubling, due to the existence of sev-
eral treaties and agreements between
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the United States and Canada, which
would restrict or prohibit this kind of
water diversion. The Water Resources
Development Act prohibits the diver-
sion of water from the Great Lakes to
other parts of the United States with-
out the consent of each of the Gov-
ernors of the Great Lakes States. | be-
lieve these States should continue to
have authority regarding any plans to
divert or sell this water internation-
ally.

This proposal would set a dangerous
precedent that could lead to more ex-
tensive exports of Great Lakes water
around the globe. The diversion of
Great Lakes water could have a serious
impact on the region’s trade, the envi-
ronment, the ecology, international
treaties, drinking water, recreation,
commercial activities, and shipping.

The Great Lakes are clearly one of
this Nation’s most valuable resources,
and should not be used as a tool for
profit by foreign or American compa-
nies. Northeast Ohio depends on Lake
Erie for sustaining numerous parts of
our economy, including transportation,
agriculture, fisheries, energy and
trade, not to mention drinking water.
All of the Great Lakes States, Min-
nesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New
York, all of us depend on the five Great
Lakes for much of our commerce, for
much of our economic development, for
drinking water, for recreation, for fish-
ing, for all kinds of activities.

I urge the Governments of Canada
and the United States to develop a new
policy bilaterally that prohibits any
sale or diversion of water from the
Great Lakes and that we make this
prohibition for generations to come.
We cannot afford, Mr. Speaker, to put
the Great Lakes up for sale.

PRESIDENT SHOULD RESIGN FROM
OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. MCINNIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | stand
before my colleagues again to reaffirm
my position made a couple of weeks
ago that the President of the United
States should resign from office.

Now, | know that a lot of my col-
leagues are engaged in a very active
debate which will continue for some
period of time about whether or not
the President in fact should continue
in office, or whether or not the Presi-
dent is guilty of certain allegations
that have been brought forth. But |
want to put this on a practical point of
view.

I think the best comparison that we
can make is to compare it to the quar-
terback of a football team. Our Presi-
dent is the quarterback of this team.
He is the most important and most re-
sponsible, is supposed to have the most
responsibility of any individual citizen
in this country. Frankly, we now have
a quarterback with a broken arm.



H7676

Now, think about it. No matter how
we think that quarterback got his arm
broken, and | happen to think it was
self-inflicted, | happen to think he
brought it upon himself, but there are
those of us who think that it was not
brought on by his own actions, or that
he did not deserve a broken arm, but
the fact is, the President has a broken
arm. He cannot quarterback the team.

Now, our team is the most powerful
team in the world. There are a lot of
people that are gunning for us. We can-
not afford to have a quarterback who
cannot carry out the responsibilities of
the team on the field.

But we had the foresight to think
about this. We have in this country a
backup plan. We have a backup quar-
terback. We have a backup quarterback
on the sidelines ready to go. It is im-
portant for this team, it is important
for the United States of America, to
have somebody who can carry out the
responsibilities that are placed upon
this job.

I also want to speak about standards.
Coming on the airplane today back to
Washington, D.C., | heard people say,
well, let us just take a wink at this
thing. Let us put it aside. | said, wait
a second. What would happen to a
school teacher? How many teachers in
any district in this country, if they got
that kind of report on them, on Friday,
would be in a classroom today, on Mon-
day?

Let us go back to sports. Look at
Marv Albert. He had some kind of a
sexual problem. He had a public job, he
was in the public. It is the same thing
here. People say, well, it is one’s pri-
vate life. Folks, this is a public job. It
is public business. The same thing with
Kelly Flynn. She was flying a nuclear
bomber. They relieved her of command
of that bomber because that position
involves so much responsibility, is so
important to the team, we could not
afford to have her on this with the lies
about her affair.

What about the Commander in Chief?
We have standards. We have standards
for a Boy Scout or a Girl Scout to get
a good citizenship award. How can we
explain to them that, well, the stand-
ards are applicable unless one is in
elected office in this government, and
then we kind of wink about it?

I heard somebody on the airplane
say, well, you know, everybody lies.
Everybody does not lie. Everybody does
not lie to a spouse or a grand jury.
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Everybody does not deal in that way.
Everybody does not lie to a civil jury.
Everybody does not do this kind of be-
havior. | am one of those people that is
pretty optimistic to think in fact ev-
erybody or most everybody in this
country has a sense of responsibility.

Most people in this country want
high standards for their schoolteacher.
They want high standards for the prin-
cipal. They want high standards for
their Congressman, and they certainly
want high standards for the President
of the United States.
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Whether we agree or not that the
President got himself into his own
problems, the question is can he now,
with the situation as it exists, meet
those high standards? Has he met those
high standards?

Is this the example that any one of
us would go into a classroom tomorrow
and say | am proud of the President of
the United States; this is what the
Presidency should reflect?

How many of our young people at our
schools when we ask them the four or
five most admired people in the world,
how many of them are going to list the
President of the United States as one
of them?

Since the President’s speech on Au-
gust 17, | have not been to one group,
not one group of three or more people,
where | have not heard a joke degrad-
ing the Presidency of the United
States.

Folks, put our arguments aside about
whether the President should or should
not be there. The question is: Can he
effectively quarterback our team with
a broken arm? And the answer is very,
very simple. He cannot. The President
of the United States should resign. It is
his responsibility. It is his duty. It is
his country which comes first.

CURRENT CHAOS AND CRISIS IN
RUSSIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, early this
morning | announced that, between
now and the end of this legislative ses-
sion, | shall take some time at the end
of each legislative day’s business to
discuss the foreign policy issue. I am
one of those who is overdosed on topic
number one, which seems to mesmerize
the media and some of the public.

I am of the opinion that the rest of
the world has not come to a stop, that
things are going on in Russia and Indo-
nesia and the Balkans and in Brazil.
We as elected Representatives have to
deal with these issues.

Today | would like to begin a dia-
logue on Russia, the current chaos and
crisis in Russia. | am inviting all of my
colleagues across the political spec-
trum to join me in this dialogue. | wish
we had spent 10 percent as much on the
ramifications of the Russian crisis for
American security in the years ahead
as we spent on topic number one during
the course of this past weekend.

Russia, Mr. Speaker, is in deep trou-
ble. Gone are the great hopes of the
early 1990s when the collapse of the So-
viet Union gave all of us the dream
that we will be able to cooperate with
a democratic, increasingly prosperous
Russia becoming a part of the family of
nations and the partner and ally of the
United States.

There is a great deal of blame that
goes around. My purpose here is not to
find fault with leaders here and abroad
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who make mistakes. My purpose is to
deal with the Russia as we find her in
mid September 1998 and ask some pol-
icy questions as to how we might be
able to assist them to turn around the
very dangerous course on which they
have embarked.

Let me begin with the new Prime

Minister of Russia, Mr. Primakov.
From our point of view, no worse
choice could have been possible.

Primakov served loyally every Com-
munist leader from Brezhnev on. He
was head of the Russian International
Spy Service. He is a close personal
friend of Saddam Hussein and a close
personal friend of Slobodan Milosevic
who on this very floor a few minutes
ago we declared a war criminal.

He is strongly anti-American. His ap-
peal to the Russian Duma to a very
large extent stems from his anti-Amer-
ican policies which he has pursued
faithfully and with perseverance since
becoming Foreign Minister of Russia.
So | do not have very high hopes for
Mr. Primakov.

But let me say, compared to the
chaos, compared to the confusion, com-
pared to the disintegration in Russia
that we have seen in recent weeks, he
may be the best momentary alter-
native. The Duma has voted him in. He
is likely to enjoy the support of the
Duma for some time to come.

The question for us to ask is how can
we work with Primakov and this new
Russian government in the very dif-
ficult days and weeks that lie ahead.

Let me say first a word about the
economic crisis. Every week, millions
of additional Russians are falling below
the poverty level of Russia. The Rus-
sian poverty level is a very low level.
Just in the first week of September,
Mr. Speaker, prices in Russia increased
by 36 percent. Russia has defaulted on
its foreign debt obligations.

The hope that Russia can be trans-
formed into a democratic market econ-
omy in the short run is gone. It is self-
evident that, under this new govern-
ment, there will be retrograde policies
introduced. The printing presses will
begin. Wages will be paid to people who
have not been paid for months and
months, but the following inflation
will bring about further social disloca-
tion and deterioration.

The regions of Russia are beginning
to feel their new found power. There is
a distinct possibility that Russia will
break up into its constituent regions.

Tomorrow evening, with the Speak-
er’s permission, | would like to con-
tinue with this discussion by focusing
upon the regions of Russia, many of
whom are determined to strike out for
independence and to reject the central
authority of Moscow.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT
PARITY NEEDED NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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